
     WAMS 2022 Summer Reading List ~ 

Please join us for our thematic summer reading! Our theme this year is Overcoming Adversity. When we return this autumn, we will have various 
opportunities planned for students to share and discuss books and themes together. 

Please choose at least one book from the list below to read throughout the summer. There are various reading levels to meet students’ needs, so we 
encourage students to pick the book that is just right for them. Click on the links to view book reviews. 

Title Author Age 
Group 

Format Description 

New  Kid Jerry  Craft Grades 
3-7 

Graphic 
Novel 

Winner  of  the  John  Newberry  Award 

Seventh  grader  Jordan  Banks  loves  nothing  more  than  drawing  cartoons  about  his 
life.  But  instead  of  sending  him  to  the  art  school  of  his  dreams,  his  parents  enroll  him 
in  a  prestigious  private  school  known  for  its  academics,  where  Jordan  is  one  of  the 
few  kids  of  color  in  his  entire  grade.  As  he  makes  the  daily  trip  from  his  Washington 
Heights  apartment  to  the  upscale  Riverdale  Academy  Day  School,  Jordan  soon  finds 
himself  torn  between  two  worlds—and  not  really  fitting  into  either  one.  Can  Jordan 
learn  to  navigate  his  new  school  culture  while  keeping  his  neighborhood  friends  and 
staying  true  to  himself? 

This  middle-grade  graphic  novel  is  an  excellent  choice  for  tween  readers,  including  for 
summer  reading. 

Free  Lunch Rex Ogle Grades 
6-9 

Realistic 
Fiction 

Winner  of  the  2020  YALSA  Excellence  in  Nonfiction  Award 

Free  Lunch  is  the  story  of  Rex’s  efforts  to  navigate  his  first  semester  of  sixth 
grade―who  to  sit  with,  not  being  able  to  join  the  football  team,  Halloween  in  a 
handmade  costume,  classmates,  and  a  teacher  who  take  one  look  at  him  and  decide 
he’s  trouble―all  while  wearing  secondhand  clothes  and  being  hungry.  His  mom  and 
her  boyfriend  are  out  of  work,  and  life  at  home  is  punctuated  by  outbursts  of  violence. 
Halfway  through  the  semester,  his  family  is  evicted  and  ends  up  in 
government-subsidized  housing  in  view  of  the  school.  Rex  lingers  at  the  end  of  last 
period  every  day  until  the  buses  have  left,  so  no  one  will  see  where  he  lives. 

Unsparing  and  realistic,  Free  Lunch  is  a  story  of  hardship  threaded  with  hope  and 
moments  of  grace.  Rex’s  voice  is  compelling  and  authentic,  and  Free  Lunch  is  a  true, 
timely,  and  essential  work  that  illuminates  the  lived  experience  of  poverty  in  America. 

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/39893619-new-kid
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43726584-free-lunch?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=JvtN3BwgyF&rank=1


You  Should  See  Me  in 
a  Crown 

Leah 
Johnson 

Grades 
7-12 

Young 
Adult 

Fiction 

A  TIME  Magazine  Best  YA  Book  of  All  Time  and  a  Junior  Library  Guild  Selection 

Liz  Lighty  has  always  believed  she's  too  black,  too  poor,  too  awkward  to  shine  in  her 
small,  rich,  prom-obsessed  midwestern  town.  But  it's  okay  -- Liz  has  a  plan  that  will 
get  her  out  of  Campbell,  Indiana,  forever:  attend  the  uber-elite  Pennington  College, 
play  in  their  world-famous  orchestra,  and  become  a  doctor.  But  when  the  financial  aid 
she  was  counting  on  unexpectedly  falls  through,  Liz's  plans  come  crashing  down  .  .  . 
until  she's  reminded  of  her  school's  scholarship  for  prom  king  and  queen.  There's 
nothing  Liz  wants  to  do  less  than  endure  a  gauntlet  of  social  media  trolls,  catty 
competitors,  and  humiliating  public  events,  but  despite  her  devastating  fear  of  the 
spotlight,  she's  willing  to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  get  to  Pennington.  The  only  thing  that 
makes  it  halfway  bearable  is  the  new  girl  in  school,  Mack.  She's  smart,  funny,  and  just 
as  much  of  an  outsider  as  Liz.  But  Mack  is  also  in  the  running  for  queen.  Will  falling  for 
the  competition  keep  Liz  from  her  dreams  .  .  .  or  make  them  come  true? 

Johnson  puts  a  fresh  spin  on  this  novel  with  an  unlikely  romance,  heartwarming 
friendships,  and  the  tension  of  being  Black,  poor,  and  queer  in  a  small  town. 

Please note that the Young Adult umbrella covers a wide age range (12-18 years) and may deal with a broad range of teenage 
to young adult topics including bullying, racism, addiction, sexuality, gender identification, and violence.  Only titles that we 
believed to be appropriate for 7th and 8th-grade students were included.  However, we still suggest that you preview any titles 
your student requests to read to be sure it is, in fact, content with which you are comfortable as well. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50160619-you-should-see-me-in-a-crown?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=uGMjAL125u&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50160619-you-should-see-me-in-a-crown?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=uGMjAL125u&rank=1

